Ultrasonographic evaluation of carcinoma of the gall bladder.
Out of 6018 patients who were evaluated ultrasonographically for gastrointestinal problems over a four-and-a-half year period, 201 patients with a mean age of 53 years were diagnosed to have carcinoma of the gall bladder (3.3%). In 191 of these the diagnosis was confirmed by laparotomy and histopathological examination and in 3 other patients ultrasound guided fine needle aspiration cytology yielded malignant cells. In the remaining 7 patients the diagnosis was not confirmed by tissue examination-3 had metastases and 4 refused further investigation. Two sets of features were detected on ultrasonography: type I-a mass occupying the gall bladder fossa and obliterating the lumen (144 patients), and type 11-a polypoid lesion projecting into the gall bladder lumen (57 patients). Gallstones were present in 157 patients (78%) but more often in patients with the type I features. Associated ultrasonographic features such as liver and lymph node involvement, dilatation of intrahepatic bile ducts and ascites were also assessed. We conclude that abdominal realtime ultrasonography is a reliable method for diagnosing carcinoma of the gall bladder.